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The image of the mother woman in Byzantine society

Dr. Mohamed AbdelShafiy Mohamed Mahmoud Al Maghribi
Assistant Professor of Medieval History
South Valley University, Faculty of Arts in Qena

Research Summary:

In a patriarchal society - such as the Byzantine society - the history
of the woman, and by extension the history of the mother in particular, must
be fascinated by silences, sometimes cloaked with distortion, falsification
and difference, and because the female is a defeated element in the
Byzantine society because of the tyranny of unilateralism in the masculine,
and there is no way to turn that tyranny into its opposite. The Byzantine
mother hated the birth of a female, she failed to force the male to recognize
the importance of the female, which for him is submission, because it
moves him from tyranny to dependence, and from arrogance to equanimity.
In the Byzantine tradition, a woman was an instrument of procreation, a
lowly being immersed in evil - and her continuous procreation as long as
she was able to procreate - a means that makes her less evil and impure, and
thus acquires her importance and sanctity from being a mother. Motherhood
required the Byzantine woman to look at the same moment in two different
directions: the direction of the past when she was the daughter of a mother,
and the direction of the future when she became the mother of a child.
Hence, she was raised above the struggle for survival, but her struggle was
harnessed for the sake of redemption. Although the Byzantine mother was
in the Byzantine society a deity, a homeland and an existence, motherhood
in the shadow of a patriarchal society was the most effective and effective
naturalizing exercise in subjugating women mothers, and luring them into
the cage of obedience, submissive, contented, and perhaps despondent.

Keywords: (motherhood - childhood - childbearing - society - Byzantium)
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