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Abstract:

The period of Byzantine Egypt (284: 641 AD) is a transitional
period between the Roman era and the Islamic era, and it was also
transitional in changing the local administration, especially in the
village community. Hence the importance of showing the
clarification of some of the new jobs that appeared in this period
and practiced tasks and duties that greatly affected the Egyptian
society and its history in that important historical era.

Pagarch was one of these important functions, which appeared
in the fifth century and continued until the Islamic conquest, who
ran the region. Every region had a Pagarch, even the region itself
was called Pagarchate. The Pagarch was appointed and dismissed
directly by the emperor. He was chosen from the land owners or
retired officers of the region.

There is no evidence of the importance of this function in the
emperor Justinian’s establishment in his law No. (13) for the year
538 AD, to tighten his control over the country by making all the
powers in the region in the hands of the Pagarch. This is because
of what Justinian realized of the high status of the local element in
front of the Roman or Byzantine elements in Egypt.

The Pagarch had clear and basic tasks, which was to collect the
taxes imposed on the region, especially the wheat tax (Anona). He
had an important role in the work of the police, the judiciary and
agriculture, and from here the importance of the job of the
Pagarch appears in Byzantine Egypt.
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