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Summary:

Some Features of Manoeuvres and Tricks in the Ancient Egyptian
Tales

Dr. Ahmed Hamdy Abdelmoniem Mohammed Hussein
Associate Professor of Egyptology,
Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt.

The subject of this research deals with some features of manoeuvres
and tricks that are reflected from the Ancient Egyptian Tales.

The researcher depends on several literary tales dating back to the
Middle Kingdom (Dynasties 11-12), such as the Tale of the Eloquent
Peasant and Sinuhe as well as those dating back to the Hyksos Period
(Dynasties 15-17) as the tale of Cheops and the Magicians and finally the
literary tales that went back to the New Kingdom (Dynasties 18-20) as the
tales of the capture of Joppa, the doomed prince, the two Brothers, the
contendings of Horus and Seth and the destruction of Mankind as sources
from which the researcher derived a number of manoeuvres and tricks that
formed this research.

Ancient Egyptian Literature shows many positive societal concepts
and values which are reflected throughout the Instructions, Songs and
Hymns. Although the literary tales mentioned many positive values and
ethics which aim to refine the soul and reflect good deeds, Homesickness,
the victory of good over evil and exalting Justice it also shows the
manoeuvres and tricks performed by their heroes to achieve their goals and
desires.

First of all, the researcher presented the definition of manoeuvre in
language and terminology as well as the definition of trick in language and
terminology. Then, the researcher presented the words and phrases that
indicate the meaning of manoeuvre and trick in the Ancient Egyptian
language either in the Middle Egyptian or the Late Egyptian.

That was followed by a division of the manoeuvres and tricks. Those
who were divine such as the contendings of Horus and Seth and the
destruction of Mankind. And those that were epidermal such as that
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included in the tales of the Eloguent Peasant, Sinuhe, Cheops and the
magicians, the capture of Joppa, the doomed prince and that of The two
Brothers.

The researcher presented each manoeuvre or trick fully with the texts.
The impeller or urge of each manoeuvre and trick, the method(s) of its
implementation and the result of each whether it was legal or illegal.

The research includes several texts from these literary tales in order to
deal, analyse and highlight each manoeuvre or trick fully, then it is followed
by the transliteration and translation of each text.

Finally, the research is ended with a conclusion and followed by the
list of References.

Keywords: Manoeuvres in the Ancient Egyptian Tales, Tricks in the
Ancient Egyptian Tales, Middle Kingdom Tales, New Kingdom Tales.
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Gardiner,A., The Library of A. Chester Beatty: Description of A Hieratic Papyrus with
A Mythological Story, Love-Songs and other Miscellaneous Texts, Oxford
University Press, London, 1931, p. 1.
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Spiegel, J., Die Erzdhlung vom Streite des Horus und Seth in Pap. Beatty | als
Literaturwerk, LAS 9, Gliickstadt, 1937, pp. 81-83, 115-116.
(il B 3] (e Gualal) Gassee ) il 2¢2y Lichtheim s Gardiner La s Loy
Gardiner, A., The Library of A. Chester Beatty, p. 1; Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian
Literature, vol. Il, The New Kingdom, Berkeley, 1976, p. 214.
(e yig duaill oda (e 3 3l
Morgan, M., The Bull of Ombos: Seth & Egyptian Magick, Oxford, 2005; O’Dell, E.,
The Contendings of Horus and Seth: transliteration, background, and commentary,
Brown University, 2006.

LGG I, pp. 61-67 il el 8 ) A ge 5 (M)
LGG IV, pp. 630- bl o Al g Y e s ()
632

de sane JS o mdlaadll 138 3lk1y ¢ oy Nl jeanll Jing daill Agall jeae dia psulill G (T
S (3 ¢ planl) Guad e g sl G 5o ey Gl A IS g sl el G V) Al Anas (g0 0S5
Cisiy e Ll Ol — &gk jll g o sl — ogidiy ol (V) SO Al G da gl 5 0 58 ATV Al e
o smalill A1y il Can i g a3l 5 sl pb Al Al LN 138 Liasl By elanall 5 Y1 -
LGG IlI, p. 133; Wilkinson, R., The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt,
London, 2003, pp. 17-18, 78-79.
il (s A e 2 alls (7
Te Velde, H., Seth, God of Confusion, Leiden, 1967; Te Velde, H., “Seth”, in: LA V,
Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 908-911.
(*®) LGG IlI, pp. 396-397.
Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 43a Aadall sty Gardiner #8 ()

(") Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 43 : 2-5 (5,3 : 5,6).

28) Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, in: Simpson, W., (ed.), The
Literature of Ancient Egypt, An Anthology of Stories, Instructions, Stelae,
Autobiographies, and Poetry, Third edition, New Haven & London, 2003, p. 95.

i B (s s B2 Glad) el i) Ll Gardiner clasdi i (7Y
Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 43a.

(*) Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 43 : 6-10 (5,6 : 5,9).

@1 Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 95.

(2 Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 43:10-13 (5,9 : 5,10).

©3) Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 95.

@4 Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 43:13-15 (5,10 : 5,12).

%) Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 95.

(*®) Gardiner, A., Stories, pp. 43:15-16, 44:1-3 (5,12 : 5,14).

(Sl "OaS Fhailly (2 L 1L s a5 ()

%8 Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, pp. 95-96.
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(39) Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 44:3-5 (6,1 : 6,2).
“9\Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
(*Y) Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 44:5 (6,2).
(“42) Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
AAS Ga V) el gl aaal g e s pSe 0 dena (staie 0l) ()
(*4) Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I, p. 217; Wente, E., “The
Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
(*°) Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 44:8-11 (6,3 : 6,5).
(48) Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
(*") Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 44:13-15 (6,6 : 6,8).
8 Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
(*°) Gardiner, A., Stories, pp. 44:15-16, 45:1-7 (6,8 : 6,12).
9 Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
®1 Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 45:7-9 (6,12 : 6,13).
62 Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
53 Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 45:9-13 (6,13 :7,1).
4 Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 96.
(*°) Gardiner, A., Stories, p. 45:13-15 (7,1:7,2).
8 Wente, E., “The Contendings of Horus and Seth”, p. 97.
Oeed Ot (o Jansdll g " glad) 5l QUS" anls Co e J skl el e DY e Sad) Al s2a S8 (1)
Dpsas 5 J3Y) (G 3l i D5 il (A5 Aanll A pal) jeae ) e 5 sl (93] 5 ASLe i
el el Al = 5 A4S Al e J Y1 6 Jadl Jsliy | Gualadl Qe )5 QA (upsas )5 (AU
el (e satin AgIY) aiad dliad o ) & oduia aba yail 1 Hh0 )
Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 11, pp. 197-198. ‘
sh Al s Bla die s IV sl L A QL) 50 g s se (A Auadll daa) (eSS
Bl Gy mill Gl all 3 Gl shall el Wagl 4] & Uil g gam 5a
Ll peaal) Gal € 8 Gy a2y el Asall jeae & dale 8 il of SAL sl Gas
o3 (bl ol (o I AVl jeme () a5 8 Al o2 o ) el Ly 55 Middle Egyptian
3l
Maystre, C., “Le Livre de la vache du Ciel”, BIFAO 40, 1941, pp. 53-115; Lichtheim,
M., Ancient Egyptian Literature 11, p. 198.
(°®) LGG V, pp. 75-79.
(*°) De Buck, A., Egyptian Readingbook, vol. 1, Exercises and Middle Egyptian Texts,
Selected and Edited, p. 125:11-12.
(U’_m\_d\) Lﬁ)‘:‘-d\ eﬂ\ 4y Lﬁmj c_ﬁa Lﬁm G g piall a2 puatall (1)
(Qalll) | sain AhY) (sl g e s Mg Ladllly 3 gealal) alally (M)
62) ichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I1, p. 199.
(®®) De Buck, A., Egyptian Readingbook, p. 125:2-4
®4) Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. II, p. 199.
(°°) De Buck, A., Egyptian Readingbook, p. 125:4-9.
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El-Dissouky, K., Elephantine in the Old Kingdom, Ph.D., Department of near eastern
languages and civilizations, University of Chicago, 1969; Habachi, L.,
“Elephantine”, in: LA 1, Wiesbaden, 1975, pp. 1217-1225.
Cllaall o) jen dxpaS daladinl dinday alE Cus a8l 5 padl J8 e Cuilaged) aladinl 2 cuilagd) (V)
Gl e Anusall SN 8 AN 5 el 5 i) G)saa e 4y oSl o JIY 315 JLall
Zile s L) (e aally adll Gl el cla sl e b saeluadl Cuilagd) axdiul LS o530l
WS (e il b "Culan AlS (e Wl cagie 5 ailaiy G jlen anil) (5 paall die piia LSl yiiugl)
okl et i A 5 4l sdl Haima
Nassim, G., “The Oolithic Hematite deposits of Egypt”, Economic Geology 45(6), 1950,
p. 578.
ol sl B e 5 alY AigS S ayal ) (V)
Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. 11, p. 199 n. 9.
9 Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. II, p. 199.
(") De Buck, A., Egyptian Readingbook, p. 125:9-15.
il J (o Q) Aless Wb ya s 5 infiw grh (V)
FCD, p. 132.
() jchtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. II, p. 199.
(") De Buck, A., Egyptian Readingbook, pp. 125:15, 126:1.
(4 FCD, p. 310.
(73 Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I1, p. 199.
AAS Ga VY el gl aaal g e s pSe 0 dena (staie o) (1)
BRIV saads sl Agall jeae ) lenaan oo 5 2 s O g @l le Aualll ol culaid (M)
@ 5 daill JalSl) aill e (g gint daaine LSl AlaiSa e cilS o V) el (e A3 JS o L
Lol Ve €995 ¥aY0o 3 ¥uXY Ll Jasdy ol Caadie 8 clynye O a0k £V (e S5
N eYVE L8 Sl pall Caaiall A g Lewds oo 5 Butler 527 4us_n (68 Aal 1) 4an il
Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I, The Old and Middle Kingdoms,
University of California Press, 1973, p. 169; Parkinson, R., “The Discourse of the
Fowler: Papyrus Butler Verso (P. BM EA 10274)*”, JEA 90, 2004, p. 81.
ok gl e g 3L
Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestlicke, pp. 17-25; De Buck, A., Egyptian Readingbook, vol.
I, Exercises and Middle Egyptian Texts, Leiden, 1948, pp. 88-99.
lgadl Jad il yeBac Ly o
Vogelsang, F. and Gardiner, A., Die Klagen des Bauern, in: Erman, A., Literarische
Texte des Mittleren Reiches 4, Berlin, 1908; Parkinson, R., The Tale of the
Eloquent Peasant, Griffith Insitute, Oxford, 1991.
L ol il Hall (e sl 8 Caen S 8
Gardiner, A., “The Eloquent Peasant”, JEA 23, 1923, pp. 5-25; Lichtheim, M., Ancient
Egyptian Literature, vol. I, pp. 169-184 ; Parkinson, R., The Tale of Sinuhe and
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other Ancient Egyptian Poems 1940-1640 BC., Oxford University Press, Oxford,
1997, pp. 54-88; Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, in: Simpson, W.
(ed.), The Literature of Ancient Egypt, An Anthology of Stories, Instructions,
Stelae, Autobiographies, and Poetry, Third edition, Yale University Press, New
Haven & London, 2003, pp. 25-44. ;
lgaal CYlEa s b Lgle (gl 5 LS
Gardiner, A., “Notes on the story of the Eloquent Peasant”, PSBA 35, 1913, pp. 264-
276; Vogelsang, F., Kommentar zu den klagen des Bauern, UGAA 6, 1913;
Herrmann, S., Bemerkungen zu Spriichen aus den ‘klagen des Bauern’’, ZAS 80,
1955, pp. 34-39; Herrmann, S., “Zum verstdndnis der ‘klagen des Bauern’ als
Rechtsforderungen”, ZAS 82, 1958, pp. 55-57; Zonhoven, L., Middel-Egyptische
Grammatica: Een Praktische Inleiding in de Egyptische Taal en het
Hiérogliefenschrift, Leiden, 1992; Goedicke, H., “Comments Concerning the “story
of the Eloquent Peasant”, ZAS 125, 1998, pp. 109-125.
("®) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 18:16-19.
() Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 27.
(89) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, pp. 18:19-21, 19:1-6.
(®%) Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I, pp. 170, 183 n.5.
FCD, p. 257 ¢l Cayka 3 seaitall (*7)
FCD, p. 130 ¢ il dla 3 peaiall (')
A & pead) Lingd A 4ol & sdb of Blackman s (M)
Blackman, A., “Some Notes on the story of Sinuhe and other Egyptian Texts”, JEA
22, 1936, p. 40.
(®%) Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I, p. 170.
(86) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 19:6-12.
@7) Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 27.

Jeaid) yracall (e Yo sl 18 () ﬁ DSA) 3 el deaid) praall alasind I Sethe s (38)

(n) 111 ganll 2S5
Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 19 n.b; Gardiner, A., Egyptian Grammar, Third
edition, Oxford, 1979, p. 39 §34.

|11 qendl IS5 jpanially 4 5al) S dead ey Jr gl Glams o 555 Y Ll 2 6 i) 1 )
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(%% Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 19:12-16.

(*°) Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 27.

(°) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, pp. 19:16 — 19, 20:1.

(°2) Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I, p. 171; Tobin, V., “The Tale of

the Eloquent Peasant”, pp. 27-28.

(*3) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 20:1-3.

(**) Jones, D., An Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, Epithets and Phrases of the Old
Kingdom, volume I, Oxford, 2000, p. 118[473].
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Ward, W., Index of Egyptian Administrative and Religious Titles of the Middle
Kingdom, Beirut, 1982, p. 22[141].
(*®) Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I, p. 171; Tobin, V., “The Tale of
the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 28.
(*®) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 20:3-4.
(°") Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 28.
(*®) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 20:4-7.
(*°) Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, vol. I, p. 171.
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Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 28 n.8.
(%) Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 28.
(1°1) Sethe, K., Aegyptische Lesestiicke, p. 20:7-9.
(192) Tobin, V., “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”, p. 28.
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