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Confetti in the Abbasid Empire

(132 - 656A.H / 750 - 1258 A.D)

Abstract:

The phenomenon of confetti emerged in the Abbasid state as a
manifestation of the cultural life that occurred in the Abbasid society in
Baghdad - the capital of the Abbasid Caliphate - in this era. It is a new
phenomenon in Islamic society, resulting from the influence of the Abbasids
on Persian systems and traditions in various aspects of life. It was natural for
systems to develop. Life in Abbasid society is a result of the Abbasids being
influenced by Persian civilization. As soon as the Abbasids felt the stability
of their state beginning with the rule of Caliph al-Mahdi (158-169 AH / 775-
785 AD), they were keen to celebrate various occasions and lavish money
and gifts. They scattered money, jewels, and losses among the princes and
those close to them, and this is called the phenomenon of confetti. Due to the
multiplicity of social occasions celebrated by the Abbasid caliphs, the forms
and manifestations of confetti multiplied, which resulted in many results that
affected the Abbasid state, especially in the social structure in Baghdad, and
regarding this new phenomenon. It was inevitable for the Islamic community
that Islamic jurists - regardless of the different schools of jurisprudence -
addressed the position of Islamic law on this phenomenon as a manifestation
of the luxury and extravagance that prevailed in Abbasid society.

Keywords: Zubaida’s wedding - Al-Ma’mun’s wedding - Mouth al-Sulh
- Al-Mu’tazz’s Circumcision - Caliphate
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