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Abstract:

Ronald Reagan's political ideology (1981-1989) was based on the premise of
preserving the national interests of the United States through force and military
presence; An ideology devoted to the policy of "restoring” American power was
pursued so that, through military force, it could impose its will and regain its status
as a great nation in the world. Most of its concern became the Soviet containment in
the Middle East, and this administration believed that Israel was a strong ally,
determined to exclude Syria, the Soviet cat's paw, from peace efforts. From this
global perspective of great power rivalry, Lebanon's civil war during its peak period
(1982-1984) witnessed a striking engagement of the United States, diplomatically
and militarily. This study attempts to address this important period of accelerated
events on the Lebanese scene. and the strong intervention of the United States,
beginning with American support for Israel's invasion of southern Lebanon on 6 June
1982, American pressure on the Lebanese government to conclude an agreement
guaranteeing normalization of relations with Israel in exchange for the latter's
withdrawal from Lebanon and Washington's quest for peace through the use of
military force, by sending American troops to Lebanon twice. The first time was to
secure the evacuation of the PLO from Beirut in August 1982 and the second
following the massacres in Sabra and Chatila camps from 16 to 18 September 1982,
The United States Administration became involved in Lebanon's internal affairs. as
an early test of the United States' ability to conduct peacekeeping operations, In
parallel with highlighting American power in the Middle East and protecting Israel
from international intervention, But the outcome of this intervention was
catastrophic. In the end, American forces were considered merely active in the war.
and not a neutral peacekeeping force, withdrawn by 17 February 1984 without
positive results for the United States, Rather, American support for Israel's 1982
aggression against Lebanon led to the predominantly Lebanese U.S. hostility.and the
policy of alignment with with the unpopular Lebanese ruling elites prevented
compromise between those elites and opposition groups, leading to violent local
confrontations. United States assistance to strengthen the Lebanese Armed Forces to
control the country, impose the rule of pro-Western elites and serve as a bulwark
against both local and regional militias has not paid off, and the Lebanese Army's
United States-backed was unable to play this role.
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