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“Child Begging in Roman Society in Light of Literary
Sources in the Early Empire Era”

Abstract:
Begging is a subject that may be shrouded in mystery in Roman

society. It is a normal consequence stemming from deterioration of both
economic and social conditions of the communities in which it prevails.
This mystery deepens when the phenomenon of begging is associated with
children, as classical sources from historians, poets, orators, and others have
not adequately addressed or detailed this aspect. Most of the information
available consists of brief and scarce references compared to discussions
about poverty or begging in general in the Roman Empire.

As we clarified, the definition of the beggar in Roman society
disclosed that child begging in Roman society during the Imperial era was
caused by various factors, including economic conditions, intentional
disfigurement of children, and the presence of physically disabled children.
We detailed the perspectives of different authors on begging in general and
child begging in particular. This included some expressing compassion
while others showed disdain and disgust.

Finally, we discussed the role of the state in attempting to improve
living conditions for both parents and children through financial and in-kind
grants. We also highlighted a decree issued to address the issue of beggars
within Rome.

Keywords: begging, children, Disability, society, Roman Empire.
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