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Abstract

When Charles V died, his heir Charles VI (1380-1422 AD) was no
more than twelve years old; he began his rule under the guardianship of his
uncle Louis I. When Charles was able to rule alone from 1388 AD,
something unexpected happened; he was afflicted with a mental illness that
began with simple attacks; and ended with him losing control of himself.
France became weaker than it was before Charles V.

Despite the illness of King Charles VI, his illness was the most
important factor in the course of events, especially in the royal court and
determining who would be the first to control the kingdom among his
uncles and brother, as everyone became busy trying to entertain the king
with parties, singing and dancing; This is what doctors advised, and one of
the most famous parties held in the royal palace was a party that historians
have called the "Burning Men Party", which was a masquerade party that
turned into a tragedy in which some princes were killed and the king almost
died. This party had a great impact on what happened inside France until
the end of the reign of Charles VI; it harmed the king's health, and made his
uncles compete for power; the dispute between them almost reached civil
war, and this party had a strong impact on the French people who wanted to
take revenge on those who tried to kill the king, considering it a conspiracy,
while French thinkers and writers tried to deal with the incident as a real
crisis, and solutions must be found for it so that the king returns to his
senses or France can get out of its stumbling block without him.

Keywords: France - King Charles VI - Bal des Ardents.
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