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“The English Crown’s guardianship of St. Alban’s Monastery
and its repercussions”
(1216-1377 AD)

Abstract:
St Albans Abbey is considered one of the most prominent English
monasteries during the Middle Ages. Although not the wealthiest, its
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strategic location near London on the main road leading north allowed it to
stay informed of ongoing political and social developments while keeping it
from isolation. This prime location also attracted notable figures from
within and outside the kingdom to visit. Furthermore, the abbey contributed
significantly to historical studies, with distinguished historians such as
Matthew Paris (1200-1259) and Thomas Walsingham (1340-1422)
associated with it. This study aims to shed light on the guardianship
imposed by the English crown over the abbey by discussing four main
aspects: first, the reasons behind the guardianship; second, the mechanisms
of its implementation; third, the abbey's response; and finally, the outcomes
of this guardianship. The researcher employed a historical methodology,
gathering and analyzing available sources and references to conclude. The
study concludes that guardianship was one of the financial extortion
methods employed by the English crown, which undermined the abbey's
independence and exacerbated its financial crises.

Keywords: Guardianship- St Albans Abbey- English Crown- War funding-
Abbey independence- Taxes and levies- Kingdom of England -
Consequences.
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