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Abstract:

This research examines Australia's defensive role in Singapore during
the period between 1937 and 1941. This period witnessed the emergence of
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Australia's role in defending Singapore against Japan's expansionist moves
following the outbreak of World War II in 1939. Australia's role did not
arise out of nowhere; rather, Australia saw the necessity of ensuring
Singapore's safety as it considered Singapore to be a forward line of defense
for itself. Additionally, Australia believed that maintaining control over
Singapore meant protecting its economic interests there. This role was
manifested in strengthening Singapore's defense capabilities, securing it
against any offensive attempts, and attempting to halt any Japanese
movements that could reach it. This role continued until 1942, the year of
the Battle of Singapore, which ended with Singapore falling into the hands
of Japanese forces despite the Efforts of the Australian troops in defending
it. In this context, the present paper aims to trace Australia's defensive role
in Singapore from the outbreak of World War II until the fall of Singapore
in 1942. To this end, the research adopted the historical approach to uncover
these events. It primarily relied on the study of Australian and Singaporean
documents, among others. The study concluded that Australia made every
effort to defend Singapore against Japan since the onset of World War 11,
and that this role continued until Singapore fell into the hands of Japanese
forces due to their effective planning and military superiority.

Key words: World War Il, Pacific region, Malaya, Pacific War, Battle of
Singapore
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(Dutch East Indies)

S—- Japanese atack
Miles
* Arthur Swinson, Defeat in Malaya: the fall of Singapore- Ballantine's Illustrated

History of World War 11, Campaign Book, No. 5, Ballantine Books, New York, 1970, p.
121.
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