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The Issues of Javanese Pilgrims

Between Ottoman Administration and Foreign Intervention
1849-1916
Ottoman Archive Documents as a Source
Abstract:

This article examines the problems faced by Javanese pilgrims and the Ottoman
Empire's attempts to solve them, amidst foreign intervention by colonial powers — the
Dutch and British — under the pretext of protecting their citizens' interests during the
period from 1849 to 1916. This era was filled with events that formed part of the
ongoing conflict between the Ottoman Empire and Western powers, which exploited the
situation of Javanese pilgrims as a pretext to extend their influence over the Hijaz and to
showcase the incapacity of the Ottoman Caliphate. This necessitated significant efforts
from the Ottoman state to defend the dignity of the Caliphate and the Islamic holy sites.
The study relies on documents from the Ottoman archives under the Presidency of the
Turkish Republic in Istanbul, analyzing them using the historical research method. This
article contributes to understanding the economics of pilgrimage during the late colonial
period of Indonesia and the late Ottoman era on one hand, and on the other, sheds light
on the tragic history of Javanese Muslims and the hardships they endured to perform the
pilgrimage. It also explores diplomatic relations between major powers during that time.
The study’s results indicate that one of the main issues for Javanese pilgrims was the
exploitation they faced from the ruling elite and the commercial elite in the Hijaz. These
conditions resulted from the decline of Ottoman influence on the global political stage
and were exacerbated by the Unionists' control of the state, leading to its involvement in
World War 1, which ultimately brought about its downfall.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Javanese pilgrims, Mecca, Hijaz, documents.
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The sources of the official documents the Presidency Archives of the Republic of

©CoNok~wWNE

Turkey in Istanbul:

Tasnif : AMKT. MVL 20-17-1849, 7 Tesrin-i evvel 1849.
Tasnif :A.MKT.MHM 357- 36, 1 Mayis 1866.

Tasnif: A MKT.UM 1324- 61, Subat 1874.

Tasnif: A.MKT.UM 1824-37, 25 Eylil 1882.

Tasnif : AMKT. UM 1765-44, 26 Temmuz 1887.

Tasnif : A MKT.UM 1807-66, 23 Subat 1889.

Tasnif : AMKT. UM 1839-60, 7 Mart 1889.

Tasnif : AMKT. UM 1811-89, 12 Nisan 1889.

Tasnif : AMKT.UM 1864-54, 7 Eylil 1890.

Tasnif :A.MKT. UM 1853-40, 16 Haziran, 1890.
Tasnif :HR.MKT. 839-23, Tarihsiz.

Tasnif :HR HT. 102-46, 6 Tesrin-i evvel 1890.
Tasnif :A.MKT.UM 1861- 64, Agustos 1890.

Tasnif :HR TH. 107-39, 23 Subat 1891.

Tasnif : B.E.O 11-795, 30 Mayis 1892.

Tasnif : A MKT. UM 1906-56, 5 Kanun- u sani 1892.
Tasnif :B.E.O 222-16619, 15 Temmuz 1893.

Tasnif :HR.ID-1668-33, 1 Mart 1894.

Tasnif :HR HMS. ISO 183-57, 27 Kanun- u evvel 1895.
Tasnif : HR.TH. 174-39, 6 Mayis 1896.

Tasnif : B.E.O 821-61510, 3 Agustos 1896.

Tasnif : B.E.O 953-71449, 21 Mayis 1897.

Tasnif :A.MKT. MHM 578-11, Mayis 1899.

Tasnif :B.E.O, 3640-272968, Eylil 1909.

Tasnif :B.E.O 3650 — 273700, Agustos 1909.

Tasnif :B.E.O, 3802 — 285141, 8 Eylul 1910.

Tasnif :BEO 4016-301151, 12 Mart 1912.

Tasnif :B.E.O, 4058 — 304348, Temmuz 1912.

Tasnif :HR ID. 98-48, Haziran, 1913.

Tasnif : DH. SFR. 504-98, 26 Kanun- u sani 1916.
Tasnif : B.E.O 4355 — 326592, Nisan, Mayis, Haziran 1915.
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