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Ministerial crisis (February 1948).
Moustafa Eid Fahmy Eid
Researcher of The Modern and Contemporary History

Department of History — Faculty of Arts - Minia University
Abestract:

The crisis erupted in Czechoslovakia in February 1948, when
the Communists exploited their control of the police and mass
organizations to engage in a political confrontation with non-
Communist members of the government. The focus of the crisis was
Communist Interior Minister Vaclav Nosek, who, in early February,
decided to dismiss several senior police officers in Prague and
transfer eight others. This decision was met with opposition from
the non-Communist ministers, including the National Socialist
Party, who considered it a serious transgression. They submitted
their resignations on February 20 in protest, deepening the political
crisis.

In response to these resignations, the non-Communist parties
demanded new elections, believing the Communists would be
defeated. However, President Edvard BeneS showed little
enthusiasm for this demand and hesitated to accept it. He was aware
of the strength of the Soviet Union and feared that rejecting the
resignations would lead to internal strife that could be used as a
pretext for a Soviet military intervention to "restore order" in
Czechoslovakia.

Under pressure from massive demonstrations organized by the
communists and their supporters, President Bene$ was finally
forced to accept the resignation of the ministers. He then tasked the
communist leader, Klement Gottwald, with forming a new
government under his leadership. The government would include
the communists, some social democrats, national socialists, and
some members of the Czechoslovak democratic parties who agreed
to cooperate with the communists. In this move, the government
maintained the outward appearance of the National Front, despite
the communists actually taking full control of the government and
Czechoslovakia becoming a communist state under Soviet
influence.

Keywords: Events/ February 1948 Crisis — Ministerial Crisis —
Czechoslovak Communist Party.
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