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The Religious Endowments of the Georgian Monasteries in
Jerusalem (938-967 AH / 1532-1559 CE): A Historical Study Based on
the Records of the Jerusalem Sharia Court

Abstract
The study aims to elucidate the religious endowments (awgaf) of the
Georgian (Kurg) monasteries (938-967 AH / 1532-1559 CE), drawing upon
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the archival records of the Jerusalem Sharia Court. A recognized community
of protected non-Muslims (ahl al-dhimma) in Jerusalem during a specific
period of Ottoman rule. The study explores several key aspects, including an
overview of the Georgian monasteries and the types of their endowments; the
administration of endowed lands through leasing and cultivation; the rental of
ovens and mills; and the utilization of the endowments’ revenues, such as
leasing lands for the benefit of monastery residents and purchasing of lands
and crops. It also examines the community’s engagement in financial practices
such as borrowing and mortgaging.

Furthermore, the study investigates the Ottoman state’s relationship with
the Georgian endowments, particularly regarding tax obligations and its stance
on disputes over the boundaries of some endowed lands. Through this
analysis, the study provides insights into the mechanisms by which the
Ottoman authorities engaged with these monastic endowments, the attitudes of
the surrounding Arab and Islamic society toward them, and the degree of
autonomy enjoyed by the Georgian community in managing and benefiting
from their endowments. Additionally, the study highlights the role of these
endowments in bolstering the status of the Georgian Christian community in
Jerusalem, safeguarding their interests, and improving the socio-economic
conditions of their monasteries.

Keywords: Monasteries, Georgians, Endowments, Jerusalem, the Records of
the Jerusalem Sharia Court.
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